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One of the many problems of editing a oi-monthly 2zine such as Matrix, 1s

thinking up ideas for the editorial. The simple way out would be to com-—
ment on the contents of the 1issue. Unfortunately L've taken to introduc-
ing each 1tem as it appears, & format I personally prefer, which elimina-
tes that easy solution. SO let's talk about Matrix in general this time.

When kve and I took over Matrix, one of my main concerns was how on earth

to find enough material for 6 fanzines per yeals Ironically, we found the
situation reversed and space limitations give us more trouble these days.

The standard size for Matrix is 32 pages and so far we haven't managed 1o

stick to that limit. IT'S gquite easy to see why that micro-ellte typeface
was so popular with previous editors, out I still feel the present one has
distinct advantages 1n appearance and readabllitye.

The last issue's mailbag was guillotined rather drastically in favour of
tThe Captive', but this was & one—off situa.ion. 4s a firsd introduction,
we felt it necessary to print all five sides to set tue scene but, as you
sece from this issue, the regular length will be one or Two sides. So all
of you who were frightened that we'd pone beserk with our pruning secateurs,
can hreathe a sigh of reliefy; it won't happen agailn, promise., This time
it's the internal illos that nave suffereds’

This issue of Matrix has snecked up on us rather quickly — 1t doesn't seem
long since we were madly putting the 1ast one together., It's an even shor-
ter pap for the members since tae last mailing was delayed, and that,
together with problems in the London postal system, has led to a somewhad
smaller letterbaz this time. T can only hope that we can beat the response
record with thls 1ssue.

With only a few days to Yorcon and the BSFA's AGM, it looks as though there
sre going to be some changes in the Council before -the next issue 1s outj
so in M24 will be a 'meetd the new faces' plus Yorcon dissection edition:

Thank you to everybhody who has sent 1n contributions — I'm sorry we'lve
nol used many so far dbut 1it's thot space limit again. If there's enougn
room, L'm hoping to <tart o Review section in M24 and some of them will
certainly appear in that. You'll see that 1n +his issue the ‘Comment!
column is conspicuous by its absence, malinly because of apathy. Let's
have a bit of controversy from somebody, enl

irom Paperback Parlour, you should have noticed that we are zoiny o
require a new editor for that publication if it is to continue, ANy

volunteers®?

Well, that's all for now, i1l the next issue, bye.

John Harvey
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>0 yeu've read 1122 and follewed Christopher Priest's advice to tne letter,
Tou've covered walls with rejection. slips and then, ene day, an acceptance
cheque falls turough tie letter box., 4t last you've broken into print and
the day you become a full-time autior is just around the corner (well,
possibly the one after), What's life going to be 1liks? Sack-loads ef fan—
mall every day? DBook signing sessions? Publishers clamouring for every
word? Bob Shaw has been writing SF for some years now, perhaps he can
enlizhten us?

The bedside alarm starts bleeping at 6.50 a.m. I waken and stare at it in
disbelief. Surely to God it can't be morning alrcady! I strugcsle out eof
bed, o to the window wnd part the curtalns, aalf-expecting to find that
the earliness of the hour nas caught the sceneshifters unawsres and that
the Thursday morning world isn't ready yet. But no — it's all tnere, fully
assembled, ready for another day's use. I turn avay from the window,
shivering, suddenly aware of how warm and snuy the bed seems. What harm
would 1% do if I got back in for ten minutes? WJould i% spoil seme vast
¢ternal plan if I were a rested man? Probably not, but if I zet in I'11l
eversleep and that means that my son — who sees himself as a fully emanci-
pated and independent adult, but whe can't waken himself up in the morning
or make a pet of tea - will be late for work. I ze up to the tmap fleer and
Zive him a call, for which he fails to show proper gratitude, then make my
Way via the bedroww and toilet te the kitchen, where I switch on the radie
and make tea and toast, Terry degan is in full threst, making a fortune
eut ef being Irish. I repress a pang of baffled resentment, and wender
what the French think of Sacha Distel, I chew up 3 gin seng tablet, hardly
noticing its grassy taste, driuksssme tea and help my son get eut te werk.,
By then I'm wide awake and committed 1o seeing the day tarough, se I leok
at the morning paper. The news is more depressing than usual and I wish T
could be like some of my friends who never bethcr with it. How can I be a
writer, though, if I don't remind myself every day of the 1dlesyncracies eof
my fellew humans? Hew can I write about the 21lst century if I den't keep
up with the 20th? The paper inferms me that somebeady wants te start a uni-
en for the unempleyed, and my imagination is briefly captured. What will
tiils union do wWuen it wants to cause trouble? Will they declare a work?
W1ll they seek eut seme building preject that has been abandened, barricade
themselves in there and work on it until somebody hellers fer mercy? I turn
te the beok review paces and glance ever them to see if this is one ef these
rare weeks when six SF novels are reviewed in half the space that is nerma-
lly devoted to the latest biegraphy of some 1920s politician., It isn't.
There's the usual "Crime Ratien" er some such - people who enjey recading
about murder taking their rigntful precedence over people whe would rather
read about the future of the human race. Perhaps it's Just as well there arec
ns SF reviews - tnere's notaing like o dismissive review ef your latest Dbeek
te curdle the creative flux fer the rest of the daye It's new around eight
o'clock and with any luck the post will have arrived, unless this is one ef
tunse awful days wihen there isn't going to be any and I'1ll have to waste
hours hanging around tne front windows, peering out every time a zate
squeaks. Happily, there's a reassuring bunch ef envelepes in the hall and
1 carry them back into the kitcnen and pour out anether cup ef teca. Top

of the heap is a bank statemcnt, which I immediatcly tear up, unopened, and
dispose ef in the waste bin. This nas to be done quickly in case Sadie
comes down. She epens bank stutements and actually leoks at them. First
thing in $iae morning! I don't know how she does 1t, but wemen are teugher
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than men in some WaysSoe Next is a letter with a typefee ond pestmark that

I don't recognise. 1 open it and find it's from a reader wno has gone te
the troublc of gelting my adurcss from tas publisher and 4riting ne a letter
to point outd that on paie 87 of one of my novels T have referrcd Te chilorate
instead of chloride., Why do they do it? Why do people go to the *troubvle
and expense of pointing oul minor mistakes? During my time 1n uewsSpaper
work I wrote thousands of completely sccurate news 1tems and articles, anc
only once was somebody moved to Write te the editor and comment en the ac-
curacy. The few occasions when 1 fluffed something, though, brought 1in
heaps of letiers pointing out my mistakes. What gets into neoole? Tae
other night 1 was watchlng DAKGER UAB on television and the, made a mis-—
take I have seen 1in other plays set in the 1940s by showing a close-up of
somebody using a box of Swan vestas, and it was clearly seen that the swan
an the box was facing inwards. Anybody who xnows anything about mateh
boxes will tell you that the swan on Swan Ves1as faced.outwards 4111 abouw
1960, but did I get on tne phone and point out the glaring error? Did I

write letters to the IV TIMES about it? Not on your nelly! Itve got other
things to do with my time. Alse in the pest are two fanzines, but I don'?
risk starting to read them, because if I do I'1ll be an hocur c¢r so late
starting work. I put the fanzines aside fer perusal in the cveninsz, and

go upstairs to my office. The first job is 1o Turn on the radio and adjust
the volume so that I can aear the music while I'm vorkirx, and at the =ame
time not be distracted by the inane words beiween the records. This reminds
me that we in Britain have been conned for years by various writers in the
seneral press and the fAavI0 TIHES 1nto believing that our radlo service 18
far superior to that of any ether couniry. But whnen 1 was »ver in the States
in October aund driving around Florida with Dave Lyle I found there Were radlo

stations which played nice musSlcC continuously, without commercials, without
chatter between the records, and whieh would have been ideal for keepinz me
company when I'm workin::s On Rodie 2 I've to out up with Jimny Young tell~
ing me how to make tripe meringues and thingss like that, and various peeple
ohoning him up to say the country is doomed unless people buckle down and
do some work. These pcople must be the samc ones who write to newspapers
and point out minor errors. How can anybody who 18 craiy enough 10 spend
time and money 1in telephoning Jimmy Young criticise anybndy else fer belng
unproductive? I put that imponerable aside and sit down ~%t the desk,
psyching myself up to write that vital 1,000 words which pays the mertgaZc.
The first thing I see is the Hugn voting form sent 10 me &5 2 member cof
Seacén, and which has been sitting there for dayse. Once acgain I scan the
rules, hoping o £ind some uidance about whether one is allowed te vote
for one's own work, but therc is nothin.: there. Dloes that mean it's 89
ebvious that every writer will vote for himself that it wasn't even worth
mentioning in the rules, or does it mean that the Vvery idea is so underhand
and despicuble that tney wouldn't insult voiers by tclling them not to dn
it? Obviously the matter nceds serious thoucht, so I set the form down
again and, to get myself into the current book, I rcad over what I wrote
yesterday. Almost at once 1 sce a Bnag in the plot, one wihich can't be

let 2o in case 1t sends the chlorate/chloride man into a frenzy ef lettier
writing, one whiich has to be fixed. The snag is that I nave equipped the
villain with & pocket—sized teleporter, SO there's notning to stop him cva-
ding the trap the here has set for him on Page 184. What will I de? I knowl!
The teleporter's batteries automatically recharye themselves onc day a week,
which means the machine doesn't work on Tuesdays, and it so happens that the
trap was sprung on a Tuesday. Aw, Christ, win's zoing to swallew a thing
1ike that? Besides, I'm not sure if it is Tuesday in the story. One of the
hardest things in writing a novel is keeping track of internal time., IT I
don't read right back through the whole manuscript 1 could build in a dis-
crepancy and eld chlorate/chloride will comé down on me like a ton ef
oclicnes, Like Popeye grabbing a tin of spinach, I rcacih for my pipe, fill
it with 0ld Gowrie, light up and contenplate the problem acain through a
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wrecath of aromatic smoke. 4ll at once the problcém 18 no more! It's amaz-—
ing what 0ld Gowrie can do for me — it's well worth sending up to Perth

for a new can of it e¢very month. 4ll I have to do is go back six pages

and have the villain lecave the teleporter in the pocket of nis otner suit.
I fix that up, but the whiff of danger has had an adverse effect on my
nerves and I begin to make lots of typing errors. This 1s something I

hate because I have a compulsion concerning tnose little rcctangles of
Tippex correcting paper. 1 squander money left, risht and centre on things
like whisky -and pictorial histories of SF, but when it comes to bits of |
Tippex — wilch probably cost about a penny each — I go to endless pains to [
make euch piece last for months and months, using them until they only
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have about thrce molecculecs of white paint left, fitting hundreds of corr- s |

ections in beside each other, sometimes zsetting so carried awzay by the int- ;
. : 5 q i

ricacy of the task that my fingers get in the way and I itype corrcections cn .

. b

my thumb. Gradually, however, all the petiy distractions fade awvay and 1'm
actually writing. I can't really describe that process., You've crcated
this imaginary universe, and it's all there in a kind of inner space of the
mind, and yocu're charged with the awesome responsibility of controlling

that other contimuun's fourtn dimension — time. That's the blg diffcerence
between the imaginary universe and the rcal one, The three spatial dimen—
sions arc similar in both cascs, but in the imaginary universe time is dif-
ferunt. The past is all thosc pages of manuscript you have alrcady produced;
the present is the word you are writing:; and tne future is a shimmering in-
finity of possivle word combinztions. You have to advance into that future
a word at a time, guided by insiinct and a few meagre rules, and every word
you pick has to be the ri.sht word. It's the greatest game there 1is, and x
not one for dilettantcs. A few hours of it can 31ive you a sore brain, I
et my 1,000 words done and am still numb from the nervous snock of having
worked when the phone rings and a lady from tihac Townswomen's Guild comes

on to confirm that I'11l be giving a talk about scicence fiction that cvening.
She asks hesitantly about my fce and I fe¢ll her I don't cxpect one. Great-
ly relieved, she rinss off. This is one of the sad gecographic facts about
living in the Lake bistrict. Giving a talk to a science fiction group 1n
the more populous parts of the counitry wipes out two days of my production
time. I can no longer affora to lose two-day chunks of working time, so I
have to ask for a fee of 1295 a day plus expenses to make up for loss of
earnings, and no SF club can afford to pay such a preposterous amount, and
so I don't do talks to SPF clubs any more. The troubiec is that I like going
along to fan meetings and nattering over a pint or two. I set the phone
down and think wistfully szbout the time when my youngest offspring completes :
school herc and we'll be free to move down the country a bit and get into &
the fannish mainstream again. That inspires me to think about writing some-
thing for a fanzilne and, as tiaerc 1is a little time left bLefore dinner, I
try to find a suitable topic. What was that last icea I had? Oh, yes! In
the back of the Automobile association's nandbook therc's a page showing
all the new road signs. Witi the worldeoun comiag up in Briszhton this sum-
mer, now about doing a page of road signs for the benefit of visiting fans,
but —~ chortlel chortle! - every sign will have a science fictional or fan-—
nish ilnterprc¢tation. Can't go wrong here — the idea is a natural., I dash
over and take the handbook out of the bookcasec and turn to the relevant
page, alrewdy sniggpering in anticipation of the funnies my mind 1s going

to reecl off. I stare at the signs for a fow minutes, and nothing happens,
Can't think of a thing, That silhouette of children waiting to cross the
poad — Trekkics Convention? Hot very good. HHaybe the whole thing was a
rotten i1dea in the first place. 1 decide to do some professional market
rescarcih, wihlch in my case mcans going into the bedroom, lying down and
readling an oF novel., I try that out, but within ten minutes I'm fast
aslecp and dreaming I'm writing an article for Matrix about a day in the
life of a science fiction author. Shows you how crazy dreams can be,

I've @got otner things to do with my tim€ese

. |

Bob Shaw
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Se—ohow With our bi-monthly publishing schedule the AGH av Eastercon always
seems to come at an awkward time. This year 1t means a short interval
“etween the February and April mailling which means the editors have 1o

rush things. We always try 1o pet o mailing outl just before mastercon

so that we can distribute part of 1% ot the convantion thus saving the
Associction some money on postage.

Resignations

1. TFollowin: the committee's letter to Ian Garbutt, printed last 1issue,
ne has resigned as editor of Tan~entuand from the Council of the
Associntion. JIan incicated that ho had one issue of Tanzent almost
complete and requesied thnt the commitiec 4istribute that with the
April mailing; after some deliberation the committeec agreed to do this,
Tan Garbutt also sald he wished to reply to the letter and would prod-
uce something for this issue of Matrix; to date neither that reply,

.. npor Tan ent, have been received but they will be included if they
arrive in time,

o, Bill Little, the Club Lialson Officer, nas reluctantly had to resign,
to quote from his letvter, "... I'm very, Very, active 1n ny trade
union and since I became Branch decrctary the duties are really beglin-
ning to dominate my life and, regrettably, Itve come to the conclusion
that I'm gning to have to resiun as club Liaison Officer. I will con-
tinue to do tae column/answerfqueries/eto until you cen find a replace-
ment but, really, 1 can't do both CLO and union dutics." Having uniil
only recently served on my own union's Branch Council, I know the work
involved and can undcrstand Bill's problem. The BSFA had been accused
of ignoring local clubs and thus saught to rectify that by appointing
o CLO — Bill Little. Starting from nothing, Bill built up a host of
contacts with local cluos and re;ularly produced the nround the Clubs™
scotion in Matrix. We must continue to improve from the good start
Bill has given us and 1 trust the next committee will he able to find

s replacement as quickly as possible following the AGHM.

3, The final resignatlon COMES from Dave Cobbledick. Dave nas becen doing
the membersiip secretary job for some time now. This job requires a
lot of work, especially with the influx of memoers we had last year (it

was bzd eneush when I did it with a much smaller memborship). It re-—
quires a methodical approach, a willingness to write lots of letters
and give lots of time. Dave i4id all this. Dave's rcasons for leaving
ore tnrec—fold: (a) a decision to join a rock band and the consequent
necessity for regular practice sessions; (b) an interest in trade
union matters including participating in several courses, some of

which are postal and thus requlre time and attention; (c) a desire %o
use what limited free time 1s left for correspondence and Dave's own
fanzine, Tiofart. The membership secretary Jjob recelves little acclalm
(unless you make a mistake, when the armchair critics, of course,




descend en you) so let me just say, "Thanks, Dave, for all the time
and effort you've put in."

Nomlinations
AS 2% lst April 1979, the following people have been nominuted for the
Council and have expressed, in writing, their agrecment to stand.

Name Proposed seconded
Malcelm Ydwaris Tom Jones Dave Wingrove
Joseph Nicholas Kevin Smith Alan Dorey
David Langford Kevin Smith Alan Dorey

Alex (Sandy) Brown Tom Jones Dave Cobbledick

Sandy Brown has expressed an interest in taking over the job of Membership
sSecreiary.,

de have also received two offers to edit Tangent; one is from Paul Kincaid,
the other from Rob Holdstock & Chris Lvans who wisi to jointly edit the
megazine. If Council accept one of these offers, having talked to all
taree, at the Hastercon Council Mecting, they will be nominated by Council

()
fer Council Member posts (21l editors of magazines have to be Council
members ),

Should all nominstions be ¢ligible then a vote will be requlired and ballot
papers will be provided at the AQGM.

Voluntecrs

Let me say a quick thank-you to those who answered my request for volun-—
teers in the last Matrix, help is always apprcciated.

Last Word

This is the last time I shall write this column, so I fuel I'm entitled %o
a2 last little say. This wasn't a post I saught, in all homesty I was hopina
to have a go at c¢diting Vector aftcr secrving my apprenticesiip with Matrix
but with Dave Kylc golnyg and tiaere being no successor arranged, I got

Stuck with it. At times it's not been ¢asy, pernaps I'm too willin: to
believe the best of people: cvery conmmittee member I've served with has
believed he/she has been doiny the best for the Association, even if the
rest of the committee don't belisve this is SO0, as a consequcnce it has

fallen to me to "play the herwvy", it is not a role I ¢njoyed but it had te
be done.

I do not wisih to catalogue bad decisions and 500G decisions ~ armchair
critics are quick to point out the former and the present buoyant state of
the Association speaks for the latter. Let me simply say that I enjoyed
1t, and I'm particularly thankful for the opportunity it gzove me to meet
people I might not otherwise have met, some of whom eventually Lecame my
friends - thot is ample payment.

Tom A Jones




MEDIA NEWS

The Trieste International Festival of Science Fiction Films, now in 1ts
17th year, will take place from July 7 to 1l4.

Kilgor Trout fans (I think tuaerce may just be some in the Glasgow area) might
be interestcd to know that 'Venus on the Half Shell!' has been acquired by
Italian producer Fulvio Lucisano. ile intends to produce a "comedy sci-~fil
yvarn™ with an American actor.

The Backyard Space Ship still lives! 4 new adventure pilot film, producec
by ABC, called "Salvage" features a junk man who builds his own space craft,
The object is to zoom off to the moon to retrieve hardware left by Niada.

No, i%'s not a comedy, it's supposed to bc taken seriously!

4 Stage version of "Charly" (Daniel Keyes's Flowers for ﬁlgernon) 18 repor-
ted to be appearing in New York. I've even heard thot it's a musicall I
wonder who plays the mouse?

Frank Herbert has recently scooped what is pcrhaps the largest financial
deal ever to come the way of an SF writer. Dinc DeLaurentis (King Kong)
has bought the movie rights to Dune for over one million dollars. In addi-
tion, Herbert will get a percentage of the gross takings and will bce paid
an extra fee for writing the script.

Barlier this year, the Science Fiction Theatre of Liverpool (responsible
for the "Illuminatus™ production) presented a 19 hour play-cycle cntitled
"Phe Yarp", at the ICA., Ken Campbell strikes againl

Whilst on tiae subject of tne SF Theatre of Liverpool, tueilr next production
will be a staze version of "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy". This
will be on at the ICA Theatre, The HMall, London, from May 1-19. Tickets
£1-50, Now that does sound goodl!

EVENTS

Faircon '79. This is Scotland's second regional st couvention. This ycar
it's being held at Glasgow's Ingram Hotel, 20-22 July. Guest of Honour 1s
Bob Shaw (tne real one) and if it goes as well as lest year's, it should Dbe
enjoyable.

$till in Secotland and tue news that many of tiose responsibvle for Falrcon
are planning an HBastercon bid for 1980, entitled Albacon 80, The hotel for
this is Glasgow's albany Hotel. HRumours of counter bids are flying around
and the Lidding session at Yorcon could well be livelyt! If you're at tae
con, don't forget to Burn up and use the opvortunity of deciding next year's
VEnue .

Following on with Yorcon, the Ken lMcIntyre Memorial award will once agailn
ve presented at tnis con for a plece of fanzine artsork. The original
artwork and fanzine must be submitted to the judges at or before Eastercon.
More details of eligibility etc from tihe award administrator, Keith Mreeman,
269 Wykeham Road, Reading.

June 29th to 30th is the dute for a confercnce entitled 'Psychology and
Science Fiction', to be held at Newcastle Upon Tyne Polytechnic. The
organisers say that, "the aim of this mseting is to bring together psych-
olozists interested in science fiction and science fiction enthusliasts int-
erested in psychology." Contributions 1n the form of papers, talks and
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discussien topics are welcome. (Deadline 30tn April). Furtier details
from Dr Sandy Wolfson, Psychology Division, bepartment of Behavioural
Studies, Newcastle Polytechnic, Lewcastle-Upon-Tyne.

From the otacer side of the world comes news of a New Zealand Science Fiction
Convention to be held between October 20-22 1979. No further details are
available at the moment, but if you start walking now ycu just might make

1t in timel

Too late, too late they cried! A4As we go 1o press, the istronomical Society
of Qlasgow are celebrating their Silver Jubilee by sponsoring an 'aAstronomy
Week'. The highlight is an exhibition called "amateur astronomy Today,"
Sorry we couldn't let you know sooner, but at least those of you in the
Glasgow area now know of tiae society's existence, 1f you didn't alreacy.

If you're interested in it, Leon Davies, 8 Arisaig Drive, Bearsden,Gtl 2PE,
will be only too pleased to give you details.

The One Tun is not the centre of the universe! A "Northern Tun", to be
known eventually as The West Riding, has now been instituted in Leeds, This
grand social gathering of huge-name fans, writers, critics and editors
(together with the usual aangers-on) will take place on the last Friday of
each month, beginning Friday 27th April 197Y. The venue 1s a public house
called The West Riding Hotel, a fow seconds walk from Lecds City oStation.
The pub serves hand-pulled Tetley's bitter and mild. If you live anywhere
within reach of Leeds please come along for a convivial cvening of chat and
drinks (7pm - 10.30pm), 4ll welconme.

ROOKS

Scream Queens (Macmillan, $15.95 - goodness knows what that would be in
sterling) by Calvin Thomas Beck is a compendium of leadin; ladies over the
decades of horror films. Plenty of illustrations, plot resumes and biblio-
graphies.,

bue to be published in time for Worldcon next dugust is Peter liicholl's
mammoth The Lncyclopedia of Ycience Fiction. There will be about 2,300
entries, 672 pages and the complete work is 740,000 words long. Let's
hope Matrix gcets a review coy!

iichael Moorcock has just completed a 250,000-word first draft of a novel
entitled Byzantium bndures. This 1s 1o be the first part of a major new
tetralogy collectively titled Some Reminiscences of kMrs Cornslius Between
the yars.

Thomas M Disch's outstunding new novel, On Winss of Song, wilch has Just
completed serialization in The Magazine of Fantasy auau Science Fiction,
will now be published by Gollancz in liay 1979 (it was originally scheduled
for Januury, but has been held up by production difficulties).

Keith Roberts has just sold a new short-story collection to Gollancz. He
has also recently completed 2 new fantasy novel.

Brian Stableford's forticoming study of Blish for Borgo Press will be en-—
titled 4 Clash of bymbols: the Triumph of James Blish and 1% should be out
in October 1979. David Pringle is now under contract to write a study of
Clifford » Simak for the same series.

The attending autbwor line-up for Seacon 79, the World Convention to be

held in Brighton tnis Aupgust, looks most lmpressive, Famous authors who

are rumoured to be attending now inciude Ursula Le CGuin, Frederick Pohl,
Alfred Bester, Theodore Sturgeon, Arthur C Clarke, Michael lloorcock, Gene
Wolfe and Robert A Heinlein - in addition, of course, to Fritz Leiber, Brian
Aldiss and Bob Shaw!




ODCIENCE FICTICN INTC FACT

Clones amid controversy about its accuracy, an imerican doctor is claiming
to have created the first human clone. Unfortunatley, however, he says
tnat the clone cells were destroyed at an early stage of development,

You may have noticed a recent article in the Sunday Telegraph Magazine which
gave details of a machine termed a 'Replicator'. This amazing device pro-
duces three dimensional copies of any object programmed inte it. It's all
done with a chemical 'soup! and the ubiquitous laser. Shades of the matter
transmitter?

Deuth rays' arc coming! Reports appear to be coming in from all sides about
death ray weapons. DNot long ago BBC faatured them in a Horizon programme

on lasers, Now the USA bDefense Department have publisned a repordt Ziving

a glimpse of the stote of the Art in samerica. Other weapons on the drawing
voard are computer controlled missiles which go where the pilot of an air-
craft looks and are fired by voice command. Bang! you're dead.

The NASA Spuace Shuttle moves closer to vecoming the first real spaceship.
AT present the target date for its maiden flight is Hovember 9th 1979, but
some space agency employees doubt 1% will take place until early next year!
The astronauts for the space snuttle have been in training since last July.
The 29 trainees include 6 women, at last tiie Americans are catching up with
the USSR! Bve's now wondering what you'd call an uplift bra in zero gravity.
The various shapes and sizes of astronauts has now promvpted a rethink in
spacesuit design. Rather than custom-made ones, they are going in for mix-
and-matcn, pull-apart unisex suits in tnree different sizes. Just pick the
bit that fits. Who would have thought thet Matrix would have fashion re-—
vorts!

Turning night into day and it's all done by mirrors. A4 fantastic project
from American sclentists plans to place huge reflectors in orbit to deflect
sunlight onto the dark side of the eurth. Enter the 24-hour day! It's an
intercesting thought but there must be as many dangers, such as adverse clim-
atic effects, as there are advuntages, for example improved crop yields,

MEDIA NCTES REVISITED

HIBRO'S JOURKNEY This film is in the pre-production stage but it only has

a meagre vudget of SB%—million. Duch a great novel obviously deserves
better but with Douglas Trumbell directing you can be sure that every penny
will be wisely spent. The excellence of nis Silent Running, also a low bud-
get film will testify to tinxt. ne script is to be written by Stirling
Soilliphant.

THE AVVEHTULS OF UTRLLA UPaRR. An American International (the foreign
equivalent of Hammer) film directed by Luigi Cozzi. It starts Christopher
Plumner, bDavid Hesselhof and Caroline "Lamb's Navy Run'" Munro. The vlot is
almost an Aravian Fantasy an evil Count is trying to congquer the universe;
to escape, tine Emperor itransfers his city into hyperspace where his son, the
rrince, rescues Stella Starr. It sounds pretty dire but I must admit that
the advance stills look very impressive., Watcih out for it. It could be 2
good film!

HEXXNRRX AKX XXK

Thanks to the following for supplying the i1nformation: Dave Pringle, Mary
Loug, bave Cockfield, Peter Nicholls, andy Sawyer and Greg Hills. Keep it
comingd
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The nonour(?) of fanzine reviewer for this issue falls to the BUias
Company Secretary, Kev Smith. Whilst not accounting and auditing, he
vroduces a personalzine, Dot which might yet win the Nova Award. Staff
at his place of employ huve also been amused to occasionally receive his
work fanzine, "Thicky".

PIRD CN a5 WIRE

A few years ago, when I started writing for fanzines (my own and others)

T decided that I would rarely do fanzine reviews: when I did, I would »nly
review fanzines I liked. Naturally this would sihow bias. A%t that time
there were plenty of knock-'em—down fanzine reviewers who hacked apart the
dire and awful. None were better than (reg Pickersgill and D. ¥est, who
used the fanzine review 1o express tneir ideas of what fanzines - and fan-
Gom — should be. Their basic motive was an abhorrcace of mediocrity. Any
fanzine editor who showed that he had learned nething from the variety of
rood fanzines available, or who fell short of rudimentery standards of 1it-
eracy or intelligence was summarily stomped upon - and quite rightly.,
There is no excuse to repeat the mistakes of the past, and cretins
shouldn't publish fanzines. Other reviewers kicked the shit out of crud-
zines becausc it was fun, and easyj; but they still made valid points.

The trouble was that editors took the criticism as vindictive personal
attacks, and either refused to act upon it, or dropped out of sight, which
were not the intentions of tine reviewers at all. They wanted improvement,
which shouldn't have been too mucih to ask. Because editors mostly refused
to learn, I took a differcnt view of fanzine reviewing. I didn't want to
waste time on crudzines; there were more satisfying ways of getting laughs.

(I need only add that all that has changed since then are the names. )

The Matrix fanzine review column is more of a publicity piece than a usual
one. liost fanzine fans receive most fanzines, and can compare itaeir opini-
cns With the reviewers'. On the other hand, most BUFA memders won't see
any of the fanzines reviewed, and cre thus looking to the column for recom-
mendations., (That's tiie theory. Joe Nicholas' favourable review of my own
fanzine DOT in Matrix 22 brought just one request for it.) But naving said
all this, I have to confess to breaking my policy, and starting with a fan-
zine I didn't lke at all. 1 do so because of the editor's involvement
with the BSPFA.

The fanzine is Waif 3 from Tom Jones, rctiring vice-chairman, Waifs 1 and 2
consisted of a lot of short, uncredited pieces sirung together and posted
out. They were unconventional, as Tom mecant them to be, 4lso lncomprehen-
sible. No. 3 is more conventional, and Tom actually _e¢ts round to explain-
ing the first two: "Waif was meant to. . . consist of short, but interesting
pieces. . ." Well, Tom, ont out of two ain't bad: they werc short, all
right.

No. 3 is a better issue, in that Tom not only has an end or two in mind,
but also mansges to convey them tc the reader. After a tewwibly tewwibly
tharcatntic editorial about science presenters on television, and an
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interview with Joe Haldeman about how well Joe Haldeman is doing, and Oh
God! not another article avout cditing a fanzine - this one from crsiwhile
Matrix compiler, Andy Sawyer - we come to something prominently headed:
'Bitch!',

That title is probably the best thing in the fanzine. It sums up tie next
S1X pages quite beautifully, and I can just ima;sine Tom stamping his little
fect as he typed them out. The introductory blurbd descrives it as an occca-
sional fanzine review section, and the occasional fanzine Tom reviews this
time is Sirius 1 (from Mike Dickinson and Alan Dorey) and also, apparently,
Joseph Nocholas — but I'1ll come to that later, Tom spends itwo pages kicking

and spitting and one comes to the coneclusion that Tom doesn't much like
Alan and Mike, or J (¢ Ballard. Then Tom SJe1s onto the contents,

Next, still under the heading 'Bitch! (the fanzine review section, remember)
Tom starts to bitch about Josephn Nicholas, who has never done a fanzine in
his life. Joe has had the temerity to say in print that he Jlocesn't like
Waif or the writing of Samuel K Lelany — two things of divine perfection in
the eyes of Tom. Because Joseph coesn't like these things he obviously
doesn't understand them, and is taerefore g simdleton, says Tom. Simpleton.

Finally, magnanimous Tom allows a reader to express a conitrary view on the
relative merits of the films 2001 and volaris., Tom likes 2001 and does not
like Solaris, and cleverly destroys his opponent's arsument as follows:

"2001 is a true epic, an attcmpt to examine the eternal question
'Just what the hell are we doing here!'/'where are we going'. On

the other hand, Solaris was a first consact story with an intelligent
ocean causing nallucinations amongst the humans."

Good on yer, Tom! And Perry Rhodan is an sttempt to examine the eternal
Guestion of good and evil, whercas The Left Hand of Darkness was a first
contact story about people who can be bLoth male and female, Richt?

This is thec most obvious example of Tom's great talent for selective inter—
Pretation, Anyone who can pull the ontological question out of 2001
(particularly wnen it was answered — if taat's quite the right word - in
such a trite and banal fashion) and then fail to see past the surface story-
line in Solaris is doing it celiberately, becazuse his argument will collapse
if he doesn't. He uses the same technique elscwhere in Waif, Tom is also

a dab hand at imputing motives to people so that they appear to be great
fools, and thus easier targets. In this Tom shows fcunt regard for logic

or falrness - just for wianing.

Of course; Tom himself says that ¢verything in 'Bitch! is 100% subjective,
SO that makes 1t all all right. Well, noj; actually it docsn't,

Let's get onto some good stuff before I'm accuscd of usurping the title
currently ncld by either Alan Lorey or Joseph Nicholas of 'shit-kickingest

fenzine reviewer of them all'.

Seamonsters 3 from Simone Walsh is sood stuff. Not orilliant, not inspiring,

not the last word in fanzines, but good. Chris Prizst writes on how he was
asked to writc a Doctor Who script. His best ideas

"The Doctor gets trapped in a blast—-furnace, and K9 goes in to
rescue nim. The Doctor escapes, but K9 doesn't, and gets melted

down."

Oh, nice, says I. Oh no! said the BBC. K9, apparently, gets more fan-mail
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than the Doctor. I wonder how much of it 1s signed Spot, or Rover,

The other guest article is from D West - a oon report of Novacon 8.
Typically, 1t 1s very well written and highly entertalning, as was the
Priest piece. Both, though, are closed—ended. You read them and say 1o
yourself, "Good!" and that!s it. Nothing in either one stimulates you %o
put pen to paper and write to the editor.

Provocation, such as it is, comes 1n the editor's own piece, Simone wants
to know why fans, particularly fat, American fans, g0 skinny-dipping -
something that horrifies her - and whether Ameriecun wonen fans are really
much more predatory tanan thelr British counterparts. While they might gen—
erate some amusing, and amused, correspondence (and some deadly serious
letters from America, if this issue's Jetter column is anything to Jjuage
by) they are hardly 1issues to set the world — or even fandom - alizhvt,

When Seamonsters 1 came out, 1t was wondercd aloud whether it could become
the much wanted 'focal point British fanzine'. So far it hasn't. You
won't find much better fan writing than the Jest and Pricst articles herej
both are at least the equal of Berrard Levin in facetious mood., But no-
one writes to the Times when Levin goes on about iagner againj they walt
£i11 he tackles Russian dissidents, repression 1n Cambodia, or South
ifrican banning orders. ‘To become the tfocal point fanzine'; Seamonsiers
neceds the vital spark of guest articles that provoke as much or more than
the editorials. Then Simone's ratiacr plaintive command 1o write to her
would become unnecessarye.

John Collick describes his new fanzine 101 as a means of keepin:; in touch
Without too much grind whilst his A-levels come and go. Yes, he really is
that young, but despite this he has already produced five issues of Procyon
so he isn't exactly a newcomer 1o thc fanzine field. In a number of ways
101 shows this. It's well written and well produced, for a start.

Mostly it is a personalzince, with John writing about this and tnat:
Novacon 8, a party 1n Leeds and university interviews all zet a mentlon.,
(He also wants to know what 'mulligrubs'! are, but I'm not going to tell
him.) His big piece for tue 1ssue is about fandom and t.e barrlers some
people claim to meet when trving to join. He presents some good argumentis
why these barriers seem to exist and rightly puts a lot of the onus for
breaking through on the neofan who wants to, rather than on fandom. He
hasn't got it quite right - has insistence on 'Fandow with a capital 'F!
as a single entity is wrong, for example — but there's a lot of sense in
what he says, and some good. advice for vanishins the barriers as if they
nad never been, which they hadn't,

John does let in a guest writer this time ~ the ubiguitous Alan Dorey.

slan follows up John's piece on fandom with a vivid description of various
types who fail to get into fandom and. arc too crass to rcalise why. It 18
written in nis usual subile-as-a-ton-of-bricks style, with a cast of exple-
tives, insults, rhetorical questions and exclamation marks. Jolly good fun,
and all that, but after five issues ol Lross lincounters and seemingly dozens
of puest articles it aoes become just the teensiest LT overpowering. The
pace is breathless and unvarying; cheap insult is substituted for wit in
the search for laughs; and the tone 1s hostile throughout, Understandably
so: Alan is right in what he says, and uis victims do deserve 1it, but 1
wish he'd try a different way of saying it now and again. His output 1is
ridiculously high, and it shows in slackness all too often. Hust try
harder.

For 35p in new stamps you can become the owner of a remarkable publication
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from Dave Bridges, who is known for his rather good fanzine QOne-0ff. This
is called A Ragied Trousered Pedalcyclist and relates the saga of Dave's
bicycle trip from his home in Sheffield to London. It may not scem the
greatest subjest for the world's first bicycle fanzine, but under Dave's
careful guidance it yields a lot more than most fanzines, He has a sure,
rather delicate siyle, writing about himself and his friends wilthout
playing hard for laughs in the manner of a Langford. But the smiles and
chuckles come anyway, from Dave's way of looking at things, and writing
them down.

A feature of QOne—Qff has always been the effort Dave puts into the presen-—
tation; I fondly remember a g1ft-wrapped Christmas 1ssue, complete with
%insel. This is maintained in A Rasized Prousered Pedalcyclist. It looks
like a thin paperback book, with a squared-off spine, good printed cover,
clean duplication and - amazingly — a fold-out map of his route Zlued to
the inside back cover. When it is folded out you can look at the map
whilst rcading the book.

Send him the 35p and hope he has a few copies left,

There you have it — three of the better fun publications of recent days,

and one awful one., I have no douuvt that the review of daif will do anything
vut reinforce the prejudices of Mr Joncs. Howeveér, I hope some of you will
take a look at the others. 4ll it takes is a polite letter, and maybe a 9p
stamp. (Pedalcyclist is a bit special) I suppose the addresses would be
useful,

Walf Tom Jones, 39 Ripplesmere, Bracknell, Berks RG12 3Qa

Scamonstcrs Simone Walsh, Ta Lawrence Road, South sLaling, London W5

10l  John Collick, 'The Goosewell Gallery', Wes3bourne brive, Menston,
Ilkley, Yorksaire

A Ragged Trousered Pedalcyclist David Bridges, 130 Valley Road, Meersbrook,

oheffield, South Yorksnire 38 9G.i
anything after this is nothing to do with me, boss,

Kevin Smith

FANZINE ROUNDUP

TANJENT 6 & 7, Greg Hills, 22a Polson St, Wanganui, New Zesaland.

This is the "Oracle of the Science Fiction Fan Confederation" (confed),
It's roughly equivalent to Matrix containing letters, fanzine reviews/list-
ings, articles. Tanjent 7 contains the first part of a two-part article

on how to edit a fanzine - a must if you can actually read it! Available
for the usual, 60¢ single copy (NZ £, I assume) or as a member of Confed
(membership 3,00 per year).

BLACK HOLL 16, Leeds University Union SF Soc, Leeds 2

Now under the editorship of Tony Berry and John Nixon this issue contaiins
a Yorcon preview, plus tne usual bag of contents. In my (biased) opinion,
the best University zine arcund at the moment. Available for 35p (£l.Eﬁ3
per year including postagze),

WHATS UP - The Scottish Sp..ce voclety Magazine Nol Vol 1.
Plenty to interest space exploration addicts here, including news, bookx
reviews, stamps in space and a NASAQ space index. 35p from Bob Shaw ( thoe
other one) 3/L 11 Barrington Drive, Kelvinbridge, Glasgzow.
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CHECKPOINT 93 and 94, Peter Roberts, 38 Oakland blrive, Dawlish, bevon.

T fannish newszine, published irregulary but always something of interest in
it. These two 1ssues contain a plethora of fanzine reviews which+will be
useful to you fangine fans. 50p for 5 1ssues.

MALPUNCTION 12, Pete B Presford, 1py-Gwyn', Maxwell Close, Buckley, Clwya,
Nth wWales. A personal zine with fanzine reviews and letters. Available
for the usual.

OCELOT 1, Graham James, 12 Fearnville Terrace, Oakwood, Leeds and Simon
Ounsley, 13i Cardigan Road, Headingley, Leeds 6.

4 penzine with a Novacon report, film critique of 'Cramped Encounters with »
Field Voles'! Plus lots more, A good fun zine, available for the usual, »
1 assume.

Tk WHOLE PaNAINE CATALOG 3, Brian Earl Brown, 16711 Burt Rd A£207,
Detroit, Mich 48219, USa. 1t's just waat tue title says and provides
anotner way of finding out shout new fanzine titles. 35% per single copy,
g1 for 3 or trade.

KOTA 27, Terry Hughes, 4739 Washington Blvd, Arlin ston, Virginlia 22205,
Sh. Many consider this the best American zine andl I've seen no reasoln
to disagree, yet. This issue has Peter Robert's Taff report part 5 & 6.
Terry is one of the Taff candidates for this year - don't forget to vote,

Rastercon is your last opportunity.

SKRACZES & YCZ3, R 1 Barycz, 16 Musgrove Road, New (Cross Gate, London.
The first is a letter supplement for Richard's regular zine YCZ. Available
for the usual.

CROK 6 & 7, UKIST SF & F Soc, Student Union, P20 Box 88, Sackville Street,
Manchester. Another university 2zine. 1've not seen either of these 2
issues but I expect they have the usual mixed content including fictione.
o 6 10p and No 7 15p or the usuale

TWLL DLU 19, Dave Langford, 52 Northumberland Ave, Reading, Berkshire.
Another fanzine in the inimituble Langford style. 34ill the best "fannish"
fanzine in Britain (or the world?). 4Ll contents written by the maestro
himself, except the letters, of course.

L

TRIPE PICKERS JOURNAL 2, Paul Kincald, 20 Sherbourne Ro  Middleton,
Manchester. Paul, who 18 sitting behind Eve while she types this, says 2
this zine is "brilliant, witty...", but then he always was a liar.

Written entirely by Paul, 1% contains several short pieces on such toplcs

o5 his views on fanzines, a meeting of the Leeds SF Group and a friend

at work getting drunk. Louks 1ike there's something for everyone herel

Not many zines around at the moment — it must be the oSt Christmas
blues. But no doubt we will relurn from Eastercon inundated with the
1ittle so-and-so's and these pages will be packed agaln.

Dontt forget that Peter Roberts' Little CGem Guide to fanzilnes is still
available from the Checkpoint address. This gives a reasonably comprehe-—
nsive 1listing of fanzines from 211 over the world and is a must if you
want to find out what's available.
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RCUNRND THE CLUERS

Before we get to the article about the Cidereal SF Sosiety, let me first
apologise for missing (by a bloody mile) the deadline for the last Matrix.
In mitigation, all I can say is that a number of circumstances conspired
to delay me: house-hunting, and a very rapid removal to new premises at 10
Healey Avenue, Knypersley, Stoke on Trent, and, primarily, my trade union
activities. Year's end/beginning is always a traditionally hectic time
for trade unions what with AGMs, and pay campaigns, as well as a little
canvassing for votes because I do like being a Branch Secretary.

It's for this recason that I've had to notify Tom and John and Eve that as
soon as a replacement Club Lialison Officer can be found I'1l have to re-
sign. I will however keep plugging away answering your letters as they
come 1in, or with as little delay as possible. So, just because I'm resign-
ing, please don't stop writing.

I quite often get requests from members asking for details of local clubs
or groups in tneilr arcas and quite often I have 1o write back saying,
sorry, there aren't any. and quite often the members write back saying,
"Well, how do we go about forminy one?" So, in a longer tnan usual arti-
cle, I'1l1l put down a potted guide which has been culled from the multifari-
our experiences of other clubs and my couple of years as secretary of Stoke
on Trent BF Soclety.

1. ORIGINS.,.. Forming a club must be something most fen have thought of
doing at one time or another simply to fill the vacuum in which sf
readers gencrally tend to live. We've all had the feeling that surecly!
there must be other sf readers around and they must be interested in
getting together.,

Well, frankly, I don't think that starting a club is something that can
be done on your own. You need assistance in doing the groundwork. You
may know a few folk that have like interests and these people are obvi-
ously the best to help out. If you don't know anyone who likes sf,
then try Keith Frecman who will give you a listing of BSFA members in
your locale,

If there aren't any in your locale, and you " will want to go ahead,
then try posters in local bookshops, who are usually quite obliging,
Having zot an informal committee together, what comes next?

2, THE MBLTING PLACE... 4 lot of clubs use rooms in pubs. This has dis-—
tinct advantages; one can quench a raging thirst quite easily and the
atmosphere is usually very informal. However, there are drawbdacks,
Hiring rooms in pubs can e quite expensive, and money 18 a commodity
most fledgling groups are perilously short of. .ilso, using a pub may
effectively bar any persons of the under 18-age group from taking part.
AS a comprrmise, why not try the local Worker's Educational Assoc? (WE.)
They are run under the auspices of tne local autherity but for payment
of an annual affiliation fee one can usually getv a decent sized, well-
heated foom whensver you want one. The perks are that you can usually
get access to WhA facilities such as projectors and slide-projectors,
tape recorders etc.

3, THE B..CKGROUND PREPARALTION... You need at least an established proa-
ramme of event if you are to entice visitors to your first meeting and
meetings thereafter. mssentially, the 1nitial six-monthly programme
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must consist of home—grown entertainment because of sheer lack of
money and know-how, but it needn't be at all bad and the usual book,
author, film diseussions usually help break the ice. Why not discuss
"2001" {both book and film), why not ask members to disocuss their ThN

BEST STORIES? .. Thisvlast always opens the New Year for us at Stoke on

Trent and always goes down very well. You might well approach the local
astronomical society to provide a lecturer, or the local polytech, who
might have some whizz-kid expert on microprocessors? Such lecturers
will usually do the engagement for petrol meney and a pint afterwards

at the local hostelry.

Just as an example, let me list the first six meelings SoT SF Soc had
in 1977: Jan/FavourﬁB Ten Stories; Feb/Television SFF - a discussion;
Mar/Film versus Book - a discussion; Apr/The Continuing Search for Life
in Space — a lecture; May/200l - a discussion of book and filmj
Jun/Science Fiction Art — discussion with slides... Not bad for home-
crown entertainment, and what's more 1s that it got us a regular audi-
ence.

PUBLICITY FOR THE INAUGURAL MELTING... Pester tae local press and
radic who are usually quite obliging first time around. Send a horde
of posters, well in advance of the first meeting, to the local central
library who will distribute copies to their branches. Don't forgetl
polytechnics and universities and sixth-form colleges. above all,
don't forget to state clearly the time, date und venue of the meeting.

Be prepared for the usual goons who turn up to the first meeting and
ask when you're going to show Dark Star or 2001, or when you're going
to publish the first issue of a two-hundred page litho-offset fanzine,
Point out patiently that at the moment you just don't have the money
to do that (thus preserving the wishful thinker optimism).

FUNDING THE GROUP... «h money. Lovely stuff. Invaluable 1in zetting
a group together and keeping 1% zoing. It's in short supply tnough,
so just how do you raise the capital 1To start Doing Things?

For a start, most people coming alonyg will accept that there should be

o basic subscription fee for jolning the groupe. That will usually net
you about &£25. This will just about pay fees for premises, use of; and
programmes. and posters, printing of. But you ati1ll need more. Here

are just a few 1ldeas that usually work: iry a paperback raffle at every
meeting; you may well be able to railse thirty bob/two quid each time.,
What about holding some sort of annual sponsorad event? e do at Stoke.
e have an annual sponsored walk and we've raised up to sixty quid that
way. Most lucrative of all, why not collect waste paper and sell it to
nerchants for recycling (you'll find them in Yellow Pages). The only
drawback is that you will need storage space — wub if someone has an
empty garase... and for a good money-raiser why not stage a Jumble

sale? Believe me there are some people who are inveterate jumble-buyers,

TiE FUTURE, or, WHAT TO DO W1TH THE MONEY YOU'Va JUST RAISED... «wfter
the first year, you'll probably want to do something different and if
you've stayed healthily solvent why not co-sponser a season of sf films
with the local film society. It will make a hole in your finances, but
if you choose wisely, and the film soclety are anywhere ncar half-
organised you will undoubtedly actually make money on the project,

There can be little doubt that most fans would love the opportunity to
meet their idols in the flesh and most groups soon turn their attention
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to the idea of inviting guest authors to cnat to the members. We'lve
just approached our third author and he has consented. It wouldn't

be proper of me to say who they were and local groups will just have
to use the trial-and-error method. Generally speaking, most aguest
authors quite naturally insist on their expenses being paid and the
group providing a roof over their heads, either in a hotecl or at a
membert's home. Maybe we've just struck lucky but so far no author has
turned us down, I hope you have similar luck.

My thanks are due to Allen Bcyd-Newton who gave me all the details of this
oomerset group,

Allen founded the society in late 1977 more or less on his own by doing the
usual things: posters in libraries, articles in the local press, adverts in
Dookshops, and by that ever-reliable method of disseminating news —yward of
mouth. When Allen had ten or so people interested, he booked a meeting
place. e tells me that it looks like he's going to have to do the whole
business all over again, what with members leaving for one reason or
anorther. A fairly typical state of affairs for a local group. You have
to constantly think of ways to attract new members.

The society is in a healthy state of affairs and even has a bank balance in
the black. 4Allen refuses to say emactly how much in case, he says, the
BSFA wants a loan.

The group meets once a month, on the first Friday, at 7.30 pm at the
Brewhouse Theatre, James Street, Taunton. For a rural area possessing a
high average-age, what with the area being a popular one for those who are
retiring, and a high-level of unemployment, there is a reasonable membership
with meetings attracting about 15 or thereabouts. For anyone in the area
on hols, tnen Allen extends a welcome if you drop in.

The meetings are informal while Liz Nightingale, the chairperson, keeps
order if things get out of hand. Members can sell paperbacks and zines
through the meeting with the society takings a percentage. Membership fees
finance regular issues of the societv fanzine Cidereal Times., Sonetimes
John and Marjorie Brunner attend meetings and John has, in the past, dona-
ted some signed copies of his books which were auctioned for club funds.
Other projects whicih the club are working on include a group-entry for the

ancy brcecss at veacon and a group story for serilalisation in the society
fanzine.

Allen concludes his letter to me, "I don't really know where we go from
here except to Xxcep the membership up and continue to improve the quality
of the fanzine while giving the members exactly what they want,

For a local group that seems like an admirable philosophy.

Bill Little
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Last time I was a little over-—zealous with the editing of the mailbay,
judging by some of the comments received. So let's see if editing the
letters before the rest of the zine helps! Here's one person, at least,
who found inspiration from the lettercolumn.

DAVID LANGFO.D, 22 Northumberland Avenue, Reading, Berks

Tom Jone's letter in Matrix 22 should be an inspiration to us all. Already
I am composing a letter along similar lines, for Vector. You may be inte-—
rested to see the first draft...

"Books., There's a touch of overkill here. It's essential that Vector
deal with books, and even more essential that there be one permanent re-
viewer so that one can correlate orne's own taste with the rcviewer's, 1
would like to see a comprehensive listing, plus short comments, plus one
reviewer doing a more detailed look at a small number of books. Whom you
choose 1is, of course, your prerogative — but I would tend to avoid anyone
who is heavily into the science-fiction set. This is because 1 personally
view their reviews with suspicion, believing that personalities sometimes
bias a review: in fact it would be impossible for this not to be the case
ot times. That fact that you know and like Brian 4ldiss will tend to make
you give him the benefit of the doubt, whereas the fact that you know and
dislike Perry Rhodan ensures he doesn't get a second chances..”

A similar letter on the BSFa Poll will run along these lines:i-

"Phe Poll. There's a touch of overkill here.,.. I would like to have jus?
one person answering the poll. Whom you choose 1is, of course, your prero-
cative — but I would tend to avoid anyone who knows anything about SF or
fandom. I view the opinions of such people with suspicion, since tnils
background knowledge must inevitably

pre judice themees”

In later reforms, we can perhaps go P T ey
further along the line you are already LA TR T T g F
taking, and strip down the letter col- R 7 N vom e
umn to one representative letter writer 4 T T ST
with whom we can "correlate our tastes', by L . [ o e RENSHT,
I hope these suggestions will be use- AN S N o
ful. 1; _*_:"f:__.;_,_-# __I.;_;'_I-.'r_._-'i-_!;’ll A ! i ._ _; " . "_ § j ‘
S Mg e, S cop R s 15 AT

xxx¥¥% How can you add anything to that?

Lett's see if Tom can prompt more

letters,
TOM JONES, 39 Ripplesmere, Bracknell, Berks
I feel I have to respond to your eomment on my last letter,

i .
Yes, it's biased. How could it be otherwise? I see the world from my
viewpoint, with all my prejudices thrown in. If I made an attempt to do
otherwise I would not be being true to myself., (Okay, I sometimes take
the devil's advocate position to produce a good argument but that's just
playing games). That's not the serious bit, the serious bit is your
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intimation that T do nct Jlike fannish fanzines. Strangely nothing could
be further from the truth, apart from Vector and SFR, I read no other
"serious SF" fanzine regularly and SFR I get largely for Geis's right-
wing libertarian ramblings (I often agree witn his arguments until he gets
to the conclusion whereupon I totally disagree with him). The other 4 fnz
I look forward to reading fall into the "fannish" tradition, i.e. Matrix
(well it does now you're editing it), MAYa, Twll Ddu and Dot (Kev Smith is
an acquired taste but he writes an excellent pastiche of everything from

Runyon to "Autocar").

From this viewpoint I know I'd have difficulity judging most fanzines which
fall into the general interest category fairly.

Staying on this subject I find myself agreeing (well 90%) with Joe
Nicholas'!s fnz reviews but eventually finding the whole thing devalued by
Joe'!'s value judgements on people, his attempt to impose "rules" and his in—
consistencies. Perhaps I'd better expand on this,

l) Dave Wingrove got slated for producing a very serious Kipple 2 and on
the other hand Dave Cobbledick gets the chop for, in Joe's eyes, not
taking the production of a fanzine and bring it up to standard (Joe's
standards) seriously enough,

2) Joe says fnz are communication and communication "must be a two-way
process" thus a faned "has no option but to tuke into account the
whims of his readers as well as his own". But Joe also says "No such
constraints apply to fannish personalzines." What? 41l fanzines are
personalzines, vanity presses, thelr main purpose beins to produce
positive strokes (to use a term from transactional anzlysis) for the
prevson shelling out the cash and whetiaer these come from producing the
fnz or getting the complimentary letters is unimportant. If you insist
on applying standards of criticism to a literasture 1t applies to all
facets, exceptions arcn't allowed,

Even Joe backs away somewhat from his statement, "... mainly because
the audxence at which they're aimed is pretity much in tune with the
editor anyway." But surely that is true of all fnz (of all literature,
even), the audience a fnz attracts read it bLecause they like it (plus
the reviewers and masochists). Any fnz éditor is bound to find souls
of a like mind whether they produce a fannish personalzine or Tiofart
(Joe in his destruction of Tiofart neglects to memtion it gets a good
readership response, mostly favourable, so it's audience is '"pretiy
much in tune with the editor").

Joe's "rules™ come to thne fore in the last paragrapnh in whicihh he castigates
the present new gencration of faneditors thus "a gencration that seems to
neilther know nor care oabout waat they're doing," and "to be at all worth-
while then it must be pursued 1n a reasonably serious manner...". 1 take
it this means Joe is not pretty muchh in tune with these new editors. Joels
comnents spring siraignt from the "critical parent™ part of our character,
he's saying that therc's only one '"right" reason/ﬁotive for producin: a fnz
any other reason is wastcful, wrong. This is the same reasoning Mrs Mary
Whitehouse and the Spanish Inquisition usea. Damn 1t, fanzines are fun,
why dc some people insist we need to 20 beyond tnat?

For my final comment on Joe I'll speak from my criiical parent. Joe says
of the new gencration of faneditors "It's as thougn the actual making of a
decision to produce a fanzine has so exhausted them that they have no ener-—
gy left to devote to the mental and pnysical mechanics of carrying tihat
decision through." Well, Joe, at least they had the encrgy to eventually
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produce a fanzine which is something you have yet to do.

*%%%%% Well Joe Nicholas certainly provoked some response with his fan-—
zine reviews; here are some further commenis.

PETER NICHOLLS, 23 Laurier Rd, London

Joseph Nicholas is always entertaining, but I'm a bit disturbed to find
that under his benign exterior there lurks the heart of a George Orwell
type Big Brother. His latest feat is the perfection of a device wnlch,
when applied to the loc column of any fanzine, can instantly detect the
ersatz from the real thing. Of the 14 locs 1in Geoff Rippington's Arena

§, it seems, only four were from "renuine fans'; clearly a very bad thing.
Prankly, I'm terrified; I've been getting away bein: a fakefan for years
now, and so far only Pete Weston has noticed. What will I do when

Nicholas catches mej; am I to be forced to wear a Dbudge of shame, and shun-
ted into the next passing cattle car? What can be the nature of his device?
Can it be that he has copied the Frenchmen of the Dordogne? Has he tied

D West or Greg Pickersgill to a leash and sent them snuffling znd snorting
round the letter columns like pigs seeking truffles, ready to disinter the
delicious fungus only to find Nicholas snatching 1% from their very snouts?
Basic to Nicholas's thesis is the view that once a fan has sold anything at
all, he is no longer a fan. This news will distress Bob Shaw., MNMystifyingly,
though, all but one of the locs in Arena 8 are from published writers. It
is up to Nicholas to tell us which three of these have passed his stringent
test, and come the apocalypse, which three will find grace as members of
the elect,

On another matier, it ill becomes Nicholas to savage poor Cobbledick for
Lis "Vaccum" in the very same piece in which he, Nicholas, shows clearly
that he believes "approbation' (whlch means approval) to be the antonym of
"admiration.

Pringle's guide to British chauvinist Hugo-nominators is useful, though
sadly sparse, and even then fattened out with works that are surely fani-
asy rather than sf. I'm a great admirer of M John Harrison, for 1nstance,
but I can't see how "The Incalling" could conceivably be called sf, It's

a pity that Ballard's "Having a Wonderful Time" has only appeared in
Bananas, a magazine few fans are likely to have read, because it really 1s
= wonderfully pungent tale. Turning to novels, I do agree with Pringle that
Moorcock's Gloriana uses enough sf tropes to be just avout eligible, and 1%
is a good book. 1t was rather a thin year for novels in America, so far as
I can see, though I haven't read Tom Reamy's posthumously—-published Blind
Voices yet; that made it to the Kebula nominations. A book that didn't
make it to the Nebula nominations was James Tiptrece Jr's Up the idalls of

the World, but it's definitely eligible and worth tninking about.

Dave Pringle said very little about the Best Dramatic Presentation category.
I suppose this year Superman is pretty well bound to win, and there's also
The Boys from Brazil, Invasion of the Body Snatchers, and Peter Weir's The
Last Wave, which although technically a 1977 production in Australia, did
not get overseas release until 1978. But, closer to home, haven't British
fans got a wonderful opportuniity to get Dr Who a well-deserved Hugo at last?
It would be difficult to bring off, because with a TV series, an individual
episode has to be nominated, and British fandom would have, somehow, %o get
together and decide wuich was the best of tune 1978 episodes., But I do

think it's worth trying. iny suggestions as to vest eplsode?

%% %%%% That's the trouble with the Hugo rules on dramatic presentation, do
the Americans not have serials as opposed to series? How can you
nominate one episode of a 4 or 6 part story? No doubt the best

® ©
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story from the 1978 productions could be decided on by Dr Nho
aficionados, but the best episode would surely be & nominal
one. 4As we said in the last Matrix, BEve and I are backing
Hitchikers Guide to the Galaxy fotr a Hugo, which is interesting
since Douglas Adams is also script-editor for Dr Who. In our
opinion this serial is so far and away above all other radio
broadcasts it deserves support., If you compare Dr Who or Superman
with other presentations of the ilk, are they really so much
better? I'm sure there isn't as much of a gap as there is with
Hitchhikers, And anyway, Hitchikers isn't a commercial concern
with the box-office as the main aim,.

Enough of tnat, back to fanzine reviews,

KBI2Z FRLEMAN, 269 szeham Rd, Reading

Reviews of fun21nes in fan21nes are a peculiar item. If one considers

the uses and functions of reviews you'll soon see, I think, that they don't
really cover very many of them. TFor example, one of the main purposes of
"standard" reviews (eg books in papers etc) is for the 'public' to decide
which of the reviewed items they want to see... but in the small world of
fanzines the people reading the rcviews are very likely to have already

seen the fanzine being reviewed. Putting tnis anotiher way, how many fan-—
zine editors get lutters asking for their fangines "becuuse of the review
in XAAM?

¥xxxxx  Well, actually Keith, Kev Smith received one after Joe's review
of Dot in the last Matrix!

inother recason for reviews (especially of the highly critical type) 18

for the people involved (in case of books — authors, in case of fanzines -
their editors) to receive help (eg constructive crltlolsm) How many fan-
zine editors take that much notice of reviews of their fanzines?

This, as I've said, is tihe position of fanzine re¢views in other fanzines..,
Motrix, nowever, is different - its audience are very likely, in the majo-
rity of cases, NOT to have seen the fanzines mentioned. Therefore I was
very dLsapp01nted with the Joseph Nicholas reviews... they were entertaining,
undoubtedly, they might have helped the fanzine-under-review's ecditor(s)...
though pointing out a fault without giving guidance on how to avoid it is
not always helpful, but did they really help anyone to decide to write away
to get a copy of one of the fanzines mentioned?

Let us study Joseph's review (of one fnz) in depth - as it's the last one

and I've got it in front of me, let's consider Tiofart. Sece if you ca

answer the following questions from the review on page 19 of M22:

(1) How do you get a copy (money?. envelope?).

(2) Is it all written by Dave Cobbledick or are therc others involved?

(3) What kind of subject(s) is/are involved? If you were interested in
(a) Dr Who, (b) UFO's , (¢) Films, (d) StarTrek, (e) S&S etc would

Tiofart 1nterest you or not?
L*1l stop there, you'll surely have got the grist of my complaint by now?

On anothner point entirely — I like 'The Captive' — out it can't be by Jim
'Black!'! Barker... nowhere within 5 pages is there¢ more than 2 tenth of a
page that's entirely blackl Other than that the stvle is a very good take-

off of JB.

*¥x%*% Well, the information part of the fanzine reviews is supposed to be
in the listing after the in-depth section. The concept is: a critical
analysis of the faults, failings and successes of a few zines, follo-
wed by a fairly long factual lising of fanzines available. Possibly




he listing has failed to live up to its promise, but that is no
reason for curtailing the subjective, in-depth review section.

Right, next one please.

ALAN MABTINGLY, 7 Burns Road, mastleigh, Hants

Please explain in next Matrix your comment following andy Sawyer's letter -
viz "(remember though, Chris Priest's remarks about MS presentation apply
to us too)."

1., I CAN'T TYPE (VelY WELL)

2, I HAVEN'T 4CCwSS TO a4 TYPEWRITLR

3, T CAN'T AFFORU 4 TYPHJRITHR, A4 BLANK SHwiETS, TO TOUBLE SPACE OR LEAVE
ONE INCH MARGINS ALL THE WaY ROUNL.

Does this mean that you won't pring my Loes, if so I'll stop writing the
Bugzers (then I'1l be able to afford a typewriter). I suggest this ococurred
to a few other nonplussed, cowering neos too. (On 2nd thoughts, I do believe
you refer to articles, don't you?)

Now: SF - definition or description?

dell, it obviously can't be defined because it would need fixed, observable
limits (check it in the OED) and a description would take at least a decent
sized book. BUT... i

...To add something to the argument. Surely, you cannot divorce the present
Jiterature from its history. Perhaps it would be best to say that SF is not
the correct term, but the popular ferm for this literature., das it not
coined by Gernsback (originally as SCIENVYIFICTION) as a label for his brand,
and the type he favoured publishing - wnlch was a vehicle for the introduc-
tion of 'new' scientific ideas to a large avdience in fiction form, as
azgainst the dry textbook form. It was only the economics of the situation
that forced him to publish (often reprint) the popular Burroughs or Wellslan
types of fiction .

Thus Science Fiction is a misused term, and certain other names should be
substituted to cover the major facets of the genre (as is alrcady the case
with Space Opera, which can be rcasopably well defined as a subgenre). S0
if SF is merely the type of fiction favoured by Gernsback, what other, more
appropriate terms could be invented?

Perhaps future fiction or extrapolative fiction or Political, Social, Econo-
mic, etc fiction (why should science alone inspire a vision of tae future -
OK therc are reasons — the otners all contribute!) The list could become
quite extensivey if self explanatory, and would serve only to increase con—
fusion rather than resolve it. So in its 'popular' use, 11 1is obvious that
SF is not one homogenecous genre full-stop; budb rather a synthesis of a

large number of subgenres — compare, for instance, Star Jars with The Sands
of Mars with 1984 with Slaughterhouse 5 with The Day of the Triffids witheeo
So, I think, 1% is a little foolish to attempt to define what SCIENCL
FICTION is, simply because its runge 18 SO great.

Finally, liked the cover illustration on MZ2Z2, but I would like to enquire
whether the helmeis of the stormtroopers are mcant to contaln phallic
symbols or whether it was a subconscious inclusion on behalf of Mr Hanson
(suppression is a terrible thing).

x%%%¥*x The comments on HS preparation for Matrix were a little tongue in
cheek, I must confess. Matrix connot really expect beautifully typed
subnissions just as you don't expect 1lp a word, eh? St%ill, I know
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1t would make Hve's job much easier if people could.
The BSF definition game still lives! Here's some morc...

WILLIAM BiaINS, Crowland Lodge, 100 Galley Lane, arkley, Barnet

SF definitions: chapter 2. 4 definition, Phil Wain, is that which preecise-
ly limits the essential characteristics of the defined ao as to distinguish
1t from contiguous but non-overlapping areas of interest, and so should be
both necessary and sufficient to partition all phenomena, known or yet to
be encountercd, into the defined category or its converse - the rest of the
universe of discourse. It thus performs functions of explanation and pre-
diction as well as classificatory description. Having properly defined SF
we could say whether any new book/film/LP was SF and rationally defend our
position without recourse to 'Well, it's like...', Because of its base in
argument and explanation a definition is therefore refutable by the form
'That's crap because...'. 4 description of SF, on the other hand, would
merely be an exercise in line drawing between what I read and what they
read, and as such must botn describe all current books, films etc. and be
unassalilavle in argument without recourse 1o 'You have as much taste as a..e.
and you're opinions are... and it's your round.'

And that is why I consider defining SF futile, as i1t is not a discrete
entlity in itself but an arbitrary subdivision of all fiction, in which it%
sprawlingly resides and of which 1t is an integral pa.t., You may, if you
wish, draw an arbitrary line between them and us (I do) but this will hold
no larger explanatory or predictive value. For any such line I can throw
in a quick "Is the bible SF? 'Roots'? 'Ilein Kamph'?" from the hip and
lines will have to be rubbed out and drawn somewhere else., This doesnt't
stop 1t being fun to do, of course, although I suspect Hugo G had higher
hopes for scientifiction than the replacement for Ludo., If you like, I
will challenge you to a line-drawing duel, borderline cases at twenty paces,
doctor and pedant in attendance. I want Karl Popper as my second,..

GRuG HILLS, 22a Polson Sitrect, Wanganui, New Zealand

On defining sf, I can try contributing something. I reason this way:
assume (a) that a definition is an artificial convention (and one taat
seems to enthrall fan and critics alike); (b) that a definition therefore
can be said to be absolute; (c) that hence material that does not fit a
definition must be excluded if the definition is to have meaning.,

Once you've done this, the definition may not have much relation to
generally—accepted classifications; but wno cares?

I have been applying this in my apazine (for N'4iPA), MOUNTANSEA. I deci—
ded that a magic touchstone won't doj only a multivariate definition can
apply. Hence 1 split my first efforits into tarce parts, each covering a
major slice of what is normally accepted as sf. They run:

CONDITION I:Basic relationship: "Science HFiction is that part of literature
which deals with the sffects of soiénce and technology upon individuals and
societias, It extrapolates (sc & t) chance into the future." (this 1st
conditvion is basically a steal from a report Gill Gaier sent me on his
Project; he sorted out the foregoing as a definition in discussion with one
of his school classes),

CONLITION II:Basic relationships: "Space Opera is that part of literature
wiiich deals with science and technology different from that pertaining at
the time of writing. A4Action and the Machine are the Toci, and it extrapo-
lates these into the future."
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CONDITION III:Basic relationships: "Speculative Fiction is that part of
l1iterature which deals with the effects of non-technological change upon
individunals and societies. It pivots on the reactions of these to 1ihe
changes, and extrapolates both change and reaction 1into tne future,"

Note that each of these will eventually have a number of 'Declinations’
(this is an on-going effort) added, for specific aspects. But this basic
version does, I think, spread itself over the broad range of sf. On the
other hand it expells fantasy, mainstream and whatever else one may think
of. It splits off a variety of literature and dubs 1t sclence fiction

(EG SF, SO, SpF are all parts of sf), 4Anything not fitting is not included
in sf, no matter what. Since a definition 18 an artificial division, I
believe this is reasonable. The wording is diffuse enough to allow a cer-
tain amount of colonisation around the borders, and sone considerable over-
lap as regards where a book lies. DBut 1t clearly cuts out large areas of
fiction. And will tread on toes, as some people are trying to call those
areas sf.

PETER SINGLETON, Martins Ward, Park Lane Hospital, Maghull, Liverpool

T've just re—joined the BSFu after a long lapse of several years and 1 was
originally a member in the early davs of the associction, when 1t was just
zetting off the ground. I first entered the shiny gates of fandom way back
in 1950 at the age of eleven and even then fans were desperately attempting
to define the general outline of SF and fantasy, with very little success
because all lavels are subjective and self-limiting. My own favourite 1s
simply 'speculative fiction'! which is as short and to the point as anyone
can ever get it but still huve a fairly reasonable definition, though this
might be broad enough to encompass mainstream fictlon., This satisfies me
because the boundaries between SF and rundane are impossible to define and
this is all to the good 1n my oplnion.

T'm very pleased with the current BSFA mailing which I find to be of a
very high quality and I'm tempted to re-join the N3F in order 1o become a
fully-fledged Neffer again though the last time I joined I received a fer-
vent 'welcome to fandom' letter from a ten-year-old boy scout,

*¥*%%%%x% There you are, there's nothing new under the sun,

CRAHuM aSHLEY, 86 St James Road, Mitcham, Surrey

So Steven Spielberg intends to release a new version of 'Close kncounters
of the Third Xind' in 1979 does he? What this is tantamount to doing 1is
admiting that the first film was not good enough and that it should never
have been released in the first place. Why was 1t then?

Ferhaps it was a case of the film not being ready, out the time ideal. In
the wake of the massively successful 'Star Wars' practically anything which
had associations with sf was bound to succeced moderately and I suppose
Spielberg cunnot be condemned too greatly for taking such an opportunity.
Yet what really annoys me is that someone of his stature in the film ind-
ustry should not need to take such advantages, simply to jump aboard some-
one else's bandwagon.

Obviously a great deal of time and money were spent on the first version,
and this showed in a film which was good (at lecast I felt it was better
than 'Star Wars')., But no amount of time and money could overcome the
feeling that the story was made up of loosely related incidents which never
really held together — rather like the articles you find in Reveille:

"What do the vicar, a pair of knee length black boots and a 13 year old
nymphomaniac from Bolton all have in common?" - the incidents themsclves
were striking, but taken as a whole implausible. I am sure the so-called
'‘weak central section! was due to Spielberg's need to supply a catalyst
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which would eventually bring these pieces together at the film's conclu-—
sion.

For the sake of the audience 'CE3K' should never hive been released in the
form it was, but should have been held over to 1979 by which time the imp—
rovements could have been made to bring it up to standard., OF course I'm
sure Columbia Pictures will be happier with the present arrangement whereby
they stand a good chance of making twice the amount of money; and what with
a 'Fourth Kind' coming soon they must be fairly rubbing their hands with

glee,

As always it is the poor paying customer who looses.,
**¥*x¥%% Now, onto a contraversial note.

LavVl LEWIS, 1 Hornbeam Rd, Stowupland, Stowmarket, Suffolk

Once again we, the membership, witness she council washing 1ts dirty linen
in public. Once again we are being deprived of our rights. That is we are
being denied a publicaticn for which we paid.

It seems that for editing each BSF4 publication each individual exacts a

price:

— Chris Fowler tried, unsuccessfully, to review every SF book as it was
published & filled Vector with reviews & nothing clse. He also spent
lavishly on litho production and soft porn illos. For this he was
removed in a blaze of publicity.

— JDave lWingrove, the current editor, insists on imposing his limited &
snovbish literary values on us. Hopefully when he has departed we can
return to the halycon((no, it's not a typo by kvel))days of Mal Edwards
editorship & a balanced content for Vector.

— Tom Jones foisted his horrible microelite & vanishing staples on us
whilst he attempted to collate, never edit, a bigger & bigger Matrix.

— Now we are suffering because of Ian Garbutt's insistence on lavish
production & inclusion of his idiotic "Chostland stories™ in each issue
of Tangent. 4Also he has tried to start a corpus of writinz about the
"Tesla™ milieu. Where is the "helping would-be writers" in this?

when will it end? Must all publications editors be blasted out of office
by a wrathful council because they don't toe the party line? Or is it
that the council's recruitment & selection techniques are inadequate?
These questions must be answered by those in control, not by anyone else.
They have failed in their task.

In defence of the wretcned Garbutt how can he, living in remote Scotland,
be expected to attend council meetings in Berkshire? Of course he cannot,
the travelling cost in time & money is huge. This is one reason I am an
advocate of a small closely knit unit running the BSPa & editing its publi-
cations, even if it is "undemocrabic", This was one of the rcasons I quit
the council quickly . an organisation such as tne BYSF. cannot be sucecess—
fully run by geographically scparated individuals, even with to—-days comm-—
unications. This latest incident proves 1t, as it has done hefore. As an
expert in setting up orgunisations I cunnot condone it,

*xX¥x%¥¥% YWashing i1its dirty linen in public! Bverything printed in Motrix is
for members only, therefore hardly public. Its only right, surely, to let
people know what's going on and why Tangent is not appearing. "Denied a
publication" -~ I think tuat the council view it, correctly or not, as try-
ing to give members the best publications possible and thercfore not wasting
your money on what they feel 1s substandard. I'1ll leave it tanere.

Can you work out whether he thinks the BSFA council have been hard on
lan? First he says we are "suffering Tansent", then that Ian's being




SO

blasted out of office for not toeing the party line. Iake your
mind up Bave.

Well, now on a lighter veln...

PAUL DEMBIN., 20 Howcroft Cres, Finchley, London

"he Captive" is another introduction I was pleased two see, let's hope it
doesn't degenerate into a straight copy of some television series with &
similar title (now what was 1t? The Prisoner?). It would be nice %o have
anotner distinctly science fiction cartoon like "Elmer T Hack"., There 1s
too 1little humour in JSF,

"Round the Clubs" was most enjoyable, orobably because you did not spend ‘too
much space on any particular club, also the articles were not all that
serious. I see that the clubs mentioned are having the same problems 1 am
having with the Science Fiction and Fantasy Society I have just become Chair-
man of (note the use of the passive, I had no choice in the matter, everybody
else being too apathetic to argue with the decision of the retiring Chairman)
2t Queen Mary College, University of London.

*xx%%¥ Not all that serious? Surely you didn't believe a word of 117

SUCGESTICN EBCX

David Lewils

— Council members should be totally banned from loccing any BSF4 publication.
Only if they wish to communicate something to do with their function
should they appear in print.

_ Hembership details on the lines of the old "numbers of new members, num-—
bers of members departing, balance carried forwaral be published each
mailine. So we all know the state of the parties and response percentages,

— The membership secretary should analyse from wiiere members hcar of the
BST4 to monitor the success of recrultment campalzns .

— The membership secretary should monitor the "'reasons for leaving” so
these can be overcome.

— The membership secretary should analyse the length of stay within the
organisation for future planning purposes.

_ The council as a whole should take steps to sce the managing of the org-—
anigation considers the old ethic of managemcnt: "o plan, Man & Control
the organisation® including various databases from which future sirate—
gies can be evaluated accurately.

Greg Hills

Why not try tying a few BSFa activities in loose alliance witl similar NEFFEF
activities? I would like to see these WO clubs closer togetner — a tligh-
ter association would mutazlly aid them to keep in ‘touch with events out-—
side their respective countries. HMaywe if ways were discussed between the
Council/Committee and the N3F Pres/Directorate. Outcomes coulu include
Round Robins internationally (daiscussing anything from the significance of
the audiocentric autochtons (2 I'm sure I've just misspelled that) in
Fradbagzger's latest, BAR-BuNDBRS OF NaSaL-HAIR, to what Harlan could get
away with in a plastic tent if it werc nod transparent), board for visiting
foreigners, etc, €iCo

Bill Little

T'm in & bit of a quandry because although I'm wildly enthusiastic about the
whole new clarity tiiat's come to M since you took over, 1 am disappointed 1n
the lettercol which is so truncated. Can't you Bse the micro-elite fox the
lettercol thereby enabling more to be put into it? Or what about an emtire—
ly separate letters supplement including letters 1o both Vector and Ma#triX

L | ﬁ ‘”



anu done on the micro-clite?

WAHF's
Sandy Brown, Philip Muldowney, .indy Ricaards, Jacqueline Comben, Iain
Byers, Jim Barker, HEd Buckley, John Connor, Andy Sawyer,

Thanks, once again, to all who took the trouble to write. Getting locs
1s one of the chief pleasures of producing Matrix, so do kecep them
coming 1in,
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This is part two of the SF poll, hopefully the first part will have becen
printed by now¥*, The main purpose of this part is to compare vhis poll
with previous ones, namely the 1956 & 1966 in Astoundlng/ﬁnalow and the
SKM questionnaire of 1975. Plus, for your entertainment, my own opinions
on the failings and successes of the poll. ilso a Juick recview of tne
wittier replies and more worthwitile comments.

The differcnces in the positions can be best shown by a diagram comparing
the polls and years. In my opinion, the most significant differcnce 1s
the rise to prominance of UiSULA K LeGUIN, with two novels in the top 10,
and placed 4th in the best writer catebory. We desperately need a new
novel from here (I'm not including the rather wet "Very Far aiway From
hAnywhere Else'"), she is by far the best SF writer in the world today
(sorry Isaac but it is true). The other major rise has been that of
PHILIP K DICK (perhaps the K has got something to do with it), with 3rd
place in the writer section but with highest book only placed at number
26. In the opposite direction has bLeen the decline in popularity of A B
VAN VOGT and RAY BRADsULRY. well done to HunpwRT for the victory in the
novel section, a position tnat can only be strengthened by the superd
"Children of Dune", but things were very close at the top betieen the bvest
tiree, a few more votes and the result could have been differcnt. But the
sreatest honour must go to ARTHUR C CLAAKE, who not only came lst in the
writer section but also had four (yes 4) novels in the best book section
and had four snorts as well, threc being in the top 10, dJdorkin;; on a
points system for the first four categories, 50 pts for being first, 49
for second etc, tie most popular/important (call them what you want) SF
writers can be found, tucse are:-—

1o ARTHUR C CLARKE

2e ILanl aniliOV

3. HalLal #LLISON (due to his popularity in the short story section)
4. LARRY HIVeN {includes his work with POURNELLL)

e URSULA K LE GUIN

. . 5 S > L Tree— . g

¥ Coples are sitill availabdle from the Matrix editorial address,
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BEST SF BOOKS |
The 1078 position followed by that of 1966, then 1350.

1/ 21/ - DLUNE

2 THE LEFT Halb OF UuRKNESSH
3 THE LORL Of THE RINGS

4 / 10 / A CANTICLE FOR LEIBOWITZ

5 THE D1SPOSSLSSEU

6 / 1/ 19 THE FOUNLaPION TRILOGY

T BARTH ABIUES

8 THE LORD OF LIGHT

9 /16 / TIGER! TIGER! (STARS MY DuSTINATION)
10 / 7 / 16 THE CITY ANU THE STARS

RINGWORLD

15/ 6/ CHILUHOOU'S END

16 / 17 / SPRANGER IN A4 LTRANGE LAND
17 / 13 / 20 S1saKER (previously as part of the collection 10 THE END

OF TIkL)

o5 /12 / I, ROBOY

28 / 23 /  TH# CHRYSALIDS (RE-BIRTH)
34 / 19 / 12 MORE THAN HUMAN

35 /27 / JAY STATION

39 / 5/ 5 THE LuMOLISHED liaX
48 / 11 / STARSHIP TROOPLRS

Titles in the 1966 and 1956 Astounding/ﬁnalog Polls but not in the above
list. 1966 position followed by that of 1956

2 / 10 SLVEN FaMOUS NOVELS OF H G WELLS

3/ 6 SLAN

8 / 11 CLE LARTIAN CHRONICLES (THE SILVLR LOCUSTS)

9 / 2 CITY

14 / .4 THE HMAN %u0 SOLD THE HOON

15 / 26 MISSION OF GRAVITY

18/ 8 JOKLD OF NULL-u

20 / 1 ADVENTUSS IN TIME Alb $PACE by HuaLY & McCOHab
22 [/ 23 THE SPaCs MeilCHANTS

The sixties and tne seventies has produced a large selection of classic
works, that have pushed oul older works that have aged with time. Taste
and fasiion chanccs over the yeors, and hopefully VAN VOGT and BRADBURY
will come in for major re-assessment in the near future.,

BEoT SF WRITLRS

1978 position followed by that of the 1975 SFM questionnaire, followed by
that of the 1960 analoy Poll,

1/ 2/ 3 ARTHU2 C CLARKH

2/ 3/ 2 ROBzRT A UETINLLIN

3/ 18 PHILIP K DICK

i [/ 21 URSULA K LMGUIN (two stars of the seventies)
5 / 1 / 1 ISaaC aSIFOV (the master topoles)

6 / 1 BRIal ALDISBY

7/ 12 LARRY NIVuN

8 / 13 ROGER ZELAZNY

9 / 31 ROBERT SILVLRBERG
10 / 14 / 7 CLIFFORU D SLidak
17 / 4 / 4 A & VAN VOGT (a great decline 1in popularity)
22 /19 / 6 H G WELLL (anotaer big decline )

ﬂ "“" o
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24 / 16 / 5 POUL ANDERSON (another big decline)

26 / 20 / 12 ERIC FRaNK RUSSHLL

27 /15 / 17 JsMES BLISH

28 / 34 / 15 ALFREL Bm STER

31/ 8 / 9 RAY BRAUBURY (an old master that secems to be in urgent need
of re-assessment)

32 / 26 / 8 THEOUORE STURGEON (still living off the slories of 25 years

ago )
44 / 11 /10 E B (D0C) SMITH (the man we still love to hate)
49 / 53 / 14 L SPRAGUE de CAMP

There seems to have been a major re-shuffling of the positions of the hest
writers, with only 4 in the top 10 keeping anything resembling consistency,
namely CLARKE, HEINLBIN, ASIMOV and possibly SIH:#K. A large number of old
masters have drastically dropped to be replaced by new najor talents.
Perhaps the above 4 who nave survived will become the only lasting SF writ-
ers, 1in popularity if not critical acclaim, or they too will be replaced
by new writers. 4 poll in five or so year' time may give us, PRIEST,
WATSON, HALUBMaN, MARTIN etc in the top 10, only time will show the chianges
in fashion. The vaiue of this type of comparison is I believe enougzh 1o
Justify the need for tuese questionnaires, and in time a body of work may
emerge as the basic clussics of S, any book in the oy ten is, in my own
opinion, worthy of this title (W1tn the possible exception of hln world, a
dreadful book)., A4t the present time the only way this could be done would
e by a very large international poll, requiring sev~ral thousands of re—
plies, witui people giving their top 25 or even 50 (or more) books based on
objective reasoning. It would be a monumentzal task, and would have 1o be
constantly updated, but a very worthwhile project for someone with lots of
time and masses of patience, and that's not me, this poll has caused me
enougch botner,

The greatest problem I had with the poll was tuat it was too restrictive
in the first four sections, yes I agree tnat ten Looks in order is an al-
most impossible task, 20 or 30 in no particulur sequence, the same would be
true of the short story section. The other major problem was the very bad
reply to some of the other sections, particularly the fandom questions,
for exumple the best fanzine, GuT FOKT, received only 4 votes. This is
also true of the comic questions and the SF music questions. Looking back
on the poll I would caacnjie it quite radically from its ori:inal format,
puiting much more emphasis on the first ten sections, getting rid of most
of the otner omes. It was in the end far oo large and unwieldy and did
teke quite & bit longer than a few minutes, its size and scope must have
put a 1ot of people off from filling it in. Yet I do believe that it was
a worthwhile effort, it has come up with some interestin: and unexpccted
results.

Finally, meny thanks to those wno did fill it in, and as a parting pesture,
some of your wittier and interesting replies:-

"Yes, I seriously believe uLVISS has written four of the 10 best bhooks.™
"Such comments as 'chin up ace' still make me cringe,"
"Cen't stand '"new wave'! SF - give me 'pulp' anytinme!l™

For worst author, the respondent gave a long list and ends with

"And most Robert Hale published SF." Well said sir. Same person for ques-—
tion 11, Best SF mag

(a) ALL TIMhoeo.o... SF MHONTHLY (no kidding)

(b) TOUAY:eooeeo.o VECTOR (likewise)

"It would be casier to list 10 worst than 10 best. Best has connoiations
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of objec¥ivity, I have taken 1% to mean 'my favourite'. I don't like
comparing the worth of Dooks 1n competitive terms und think it valueless
to do so, therefore I have glven no order anywhere, by the same reasoning
I feel that polls of tnis type serve no useful purpose (sorry) and only
orovide a little light amusement."

"Jorst SF writer.... Ml probably!"

Same person... ''Best SF personalities... ATE€ there any? Sorry the question
is absurd."

"7?00 LONG!™

A ¢ CLARKE's short stories are AWFULLY

"4 certainly has taken me more tnan & few minutes to fill this out. Please
excuse the typing errors and the spelling mistakes but it is extrcemely late )
at night and I feel about as energetic as a dead cabbage,™

Richard J Smith

MEMRERS! NOTICEECARD
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BOOKS FOR SiLk

indy Richards is selling his op collection: 350 paperbzcks and 150 hardbacks
mostly in fine/mint condition. Write to 175 Horthumberland Cres, Bedfont,
Feltham, Middax.

John Connor is 'selling the following books for the price of the postage/rail
fare OR swap for Space For Hire, William F Holan Or Solar Lottery and Time
Out of Joint, both by Philip K bick. Small arms 1in Profile, 1973 edition
(hardback with damaged D/jaoket), Only volume 1 but over 260np of 'Killers'
Pextbook of Automatic Pistols, 1975 edition (Hardback, D/jaoket in fair
condition), 366 pages on wnat to use to destroy people. Two copiles of '0Of
Level Physics by 4 F Abbott (Hardback, spines dama.ed tut bincing complete)°
drite to John c/o Sildan House, Chediston Road, Wissett, Nr Halesworth,
Suffolk.

inal Mattingly is appealing for anyone 1n the Southampton/Eastleigh area 1o
contact him with the aim of forming an SF Society. His address 1s 7 Burns
Road, Eastleigh, Hanst 505 Hud.

Inally, our own plug. Want to have illustretions in your fanzine? Then
use our electrostencil cutting machine -~ 50p for paper, 80p for vinyl
including postage. Send your ariwork (please not on card) to the Hatrix
editorial address,

ECOKSHCP DIRECTCRY

4s promised last issue, here's a very incomplete list of bLook dealers who
carry a substantial amount of sf. 1'd like to run it on an occasional
basis, so let's know about your local shop, what they stock (imerican im-
ports, second-hand books etc). Iirstly some old standbys,-I've tried to
say whether toney deal Ly mail order or not. where they do, you can usually
get a catalogue with an Sib.

ANUROMEDA, 57 Summer Row, Jiruingnam
Mainly new but some sccondhand, rcgular list produced. Shop & mail order,
N 9 2

DLRK TieY WiRid allu GOLDEY EYED , 9-12 St snne's Court, London dl
New and imported books plus comics and fringe.items. 84 for list. Hhop.
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FANTASY CHNTRE, 43 Station Road, Hariesden, London NW1l8,
New and secondhand books. Shop and mallorder service.

FANTALY (MEDJAY)_LTD, 39 West St, Wisbech, Cambs PEl3 2LA.
New and secondhand books by mailorder, regular 1list produced.

S WaLSH, TA Lawrence Road, South Ealing, London W
vecondhand vooks by mailorder. New catalogue just out.

FORWARD TO THE STARS LTD, 57 Lynwood Ave, Clayton-Le-loors, Nir Accrington,
Lancs. New books by Mailorder.

John Connor has sent us the followling list:
BONUS BOOKS, 136 Cornwall St, Plymouth. Secondhand and a good selection
of new,

UNIVERLAL BOOK STORES, 24 Frankfort Gate, Plymouth. Secondhand selection.

THE SCIEHCE IF'ICTION BOOKSHOP, 24 West Cross Causeway, Edinburgh.

John doesn't say, but I assume that the above three are open to callers.,
That's all for now, I hope you will find a regular directory useful.

ANY QUESTICNS?
Thanks to Dave Pringle for providing most of the info this time. Unfortunately
we didn't have time to consult with Rogz Gilbert.

Paul Dembina Ig Dune still being filmed (I read somewhere they went over

budget before shouting started)? Can you recommend a really good book on

SF films?

®r¥kX¥* 4s you can see from the news scction, Dune loocks like it might hit
the big screen someday soon. On books about SF films, my personal
favourite is Philip Strick's Science Fiction liovies, Oct: pus 1976
and 1 can strongly recomment 1t. another to look out for is John
Baxter's Science Fiction in the Cinema but it's probably rather
dated by now,

Ed Buckley Is William R Burkett (Sleeping Planet) a pseudonym or not?

Has he written anything else?

KAXXX¥* No., William Burkett appears to be the author's real name. According
to Lonald Tuck's Encyclopedia, he was born in 1943 and is o newspaper
man. Sleeping Plenet was serialized in 4nalog in 1964 (when the
autnor was only 21) and was published in book form by Doubleday and
Gollancz in 196%5. To the best of our knowledge, Burkett has publis-
hed no SI' books since. Does anybody else have any knowledge of this
nystery man?

ilan Mattingley (1) What was the name of the Michael Moorcock bLook whose
plot 1nvolved the homosexual relationship between a wihite man and a black
man, in the process of which they changed colour (i.e. the white man turned
black and vice versa)? Could you also give me the date of tiue first publi-
shed edition. (2) A Ray Bradbury short story (The Hound of Thunder, I
think) concerns a man wio takes a tourist trip back to the age of dinosaurs
where he treads on an ant or a butterfly. Wihen he returns to his present
1t has been changed slightly. Would you verify the title and ive me the
copyright date please. (3) What colour socks did Doc Smith wear?

*¥%x¥x%¥ (1) The novel you're referriny to is almos+t certainly Brezkfast
in the ruins: a Novel of Inhumanity (New English Library, 1972).
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(2) "A Sound of Thunder" was first published in Collier's, June
28+h 1952, It was collected in The Golden Apples of tune Sun
(1953) and R _is for Rocket (1962), and has been anthologized
numerous times.

(3) Grey, I supposel!l

David James Has Thecdore Sturgeon published any novels under pseudonyms?
*%r% %% Yos. The best-known is the historical romance I, Libertine,
published by Ballantine Books in 1956 under the name "Frederick
R Ewing". Less well-known is the fact that Sturgeon also wrote
an Ellery Queen myster novel, The Player on the Other Side, 1963, -%g
published in Britain by Gollancz and Penguin Books. The latter
has often been assumed to be the work of Frederic Dannay and
Manfred B Lee (the original "Ellery Queen” authors) bLut it is
undoubtedly by Sturgeon. .

|

John Simmons Which was J @ Ballard's first short story? (I've seen it -

given as "Prima Belladonna" and also as "Escapemnent",

%x¥*¥%¥%% DPgllard's very first published story was "Tae Violent Noon", which
appearcd in the Camoridge student newspaper Varsity in May 1951.
However, tiis piece was not SF but a talc of terrorism in Malaya.
according to his notes in The Best of JCB, the first BF story
which Ballzrd wrote was "Passport to Bternity" — he produced this
tale in 1955, but did not succeed in getting it published until
1962. The first SF story which Ballard sold was "liscapement!,
wihich Ted Carnell bougzht in tne summer of 1956 and published in
the December 1956 issue of New Worlds. Ballard swiftly followed
up this sale with another, "Prima Belladonna", which Carnell
published in tiae December 1956 issue of New Horld's sister-magazine
Science Fantasy.

Thus, "Bscapement" and "Prima Belladonna® appeared more or less
simultaneously, altiough "Prima Belladonna' is usually cited as
the "first" because it has a nicely appropriate title.

CCMEETITION -

The answers to the M22 competition first:

(1) Ground Zero Man, Bob Shaw; (2) More Than Human, Theodore Sturgeon;
(3) TCreatures of Light and Darkness, Roger Zelazny.

A poor response again, Sandy Brown was the only correct entry so he wins.
Which reminds me, I still owe the last winners titeir vooks - don't worry,
they'll be on thelr way soon.

Now, what's the competition this time? Let's iry anot.er three opening

lines:

(1) "Hey, Mouse! Play us something," one of the mechenics called from
the bar.,.

(2) Bill never realized that sex was the cause of it all.

(3) I had reached the age of six hundred and fifty miles.
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SCRIPT, ART ancl TOIRL BLAME * JIM BARKER.
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